***Attention Community Members*** Please note the comments below made by the Community at this meeting. There were a few more Community members who were at this meeting than many recent meetings, who spoke up about a wide range of important topics. Please consider carving out the time to come to these meetings whenever you can, to hear what is going on in our schools and discuss the things that matter to you. This is one key way to get your voices heard by the BOE and Superintendent, and reinforce the very significant role that the Community has in the education of our town's children. Community attendance makes a difference. The next BOE Meeting is Tuesday 3/5, at 8 pm, KHS Auditorium. (Normally meetings are the 2nd & 4th Thursday of the month, 8 pm, KHS).
All Board members were in attendance. All agenda items were approved - the link to the agenda is below.

Interim Superintendent Update - Ms. DiGiuseppe:
• Ms. Mullholland organized a trip to the Summit Public Schools about Reading/Writing Workshop

• World language teachers going to Princeton High School
• Great accomplishments in athletics this year e.g. Kinnelon Girls Swim Team making it to the finals and Ice Hockey team to County Tournament

•Teacher received a NEA Book Club Grant
Education Committee Update - Dr. Pryor:
• Still discussing budget priorities 

• Elementary report cards revision (that if Stonybrook students get below a 3 or K-2 students receive a "W" on the report card in a specials area such as Art, Music, Gym, that the special teacher needs to include comments as to reason).

• Study skills course at PRM will be integrated into 6-7-8th grade new Full Value program

• Full Value Awards - there will be a "Full Value Exemplar" award for each school - Dr. Maizell is funding this with his own money

• Education Committee has defined goals and mission

• 6th grade fundraiser - non-educational spelling bee
Finance Committee Update - Mrs. Hatch:
• Completed a draft budget that met the 2% cap

• Now waiting to receive the state aid numbers

• Morris Country School Board is having a Finance meeting presentation on April 4th
Community Feedback and Inquiries:
• Request for a computer room at Kiel
• Request for the Policy Committee to reevaluate the current tutoring policy re: inability to use teachers in the children's own schools for tutoring
• 2 Board Meetings in March are on same dates as the 2 biggest HSA fundraisers - one was changed (March 7th meeting to March 5)

• Inquiries about the status of the superintendent search since current interim superintendent's contract expires on July 1, 2013. Community members expressed that it is the understanding of members of the community that a superintendent search would be conducted. 
· BOE President, Dr. Fink, informed the community that there will be no search since the current interim superintendent is going to be offered the permanent position (3 year contract). Note: The interim superintendent's evaluation will take place in a couple of weeks. 
· Several questions were raised:
· What if the interim's assessment isn't satisfactory?
· How do we know this is the best choice?
· How are we going to review the contract?
Answer: Contract will be on the web before the BOE votes on the superintendent's contract
• Comment about the importance of communication with the public about the Budget and Superintendent Search. It's critical for the BOE to have transparency with the Community.
• Budget Request - It is planned that the BOE would review the budget with the public on the same night that the BOE will be voting on the budget. The public should have the opportunity to receive the budget, once approved by the County and is allowed to become public, with as much time as possible (max would be 1 week) to review in advance of the BOE meeting where the public could ask questions (this will be the 2nd BOE Meeting in March), and then have the BOE vote on it. 
• Concern that KHS eNews is not complete enough info since some information is provided only to students at school during morning announcements and on bulletin boards, which doesn't give parents full info and can be missed by students. Request from the community to include everything. 
• The sound on the morning announcements is so hard to hear. Answer: This is being worked on.
• AP history teacher resigned - is there going to be a replacement that is well skilled in teaching for the AP exam? Answer: Interviews are happening next week
• Feedback provided about the website:
· Different schools aren't consistent (e.g. some still use Friday Folders, some do not)
· Some content is stale, it's not always intuitive where to find things. 
· Request for consistency across the schools, improvements to content and location of information. 
Student Representative:
• Reiterated the concern that students have with the cost of AP exams (approx. $90 per exam). Cost is determined by the state. The exam is mandatory per the district. College credit is granted at most colleges for scores above a certain threshold.
• Commented on success of the athletics programs with a number of examples
• Everyone is excited for the KHS musical coming up
Note: even though school doesn't start until Sept 10th for 2014, sports will start sooner (the 6th)
Link to the meeting agenda ==> 
http://www.kinnelonpublicschools.org/files/_lWJb0_/27ef5c2f35e7a0633745a49013852ec4/February_21_2013_Regular_Agenda.pdf
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